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MACNZIL: In
Congress. TF:
the Sancdinist
assignment fo
defense minis

oment we're going to bhear both sides of the covert z2i¢ debate ip the

»

t, we hear both sides in the struggle in Nicaraguz fror =
leadership anc & leader of the con;ras. or rebels,.
us
r

oM

s key member of

last week, on

th Bumberto Ortegz, Nicaraguan
and commander it chief, about the miltiary situation. EUMBERTO

ar

Charles Krause tzlked in Managus wi

—~+
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ORTEG~: (Voice of Inlerpreter): Wnat we ség‘i:"the coming weeks is @ worsening of
military factore and the real possibilitv of war with Honduras, to the extent that
Bonduras s becomi ag more fully and directly ~wvolvec in the aggression against

Nicaragua. It's nc longer the counler-revolulionaries receiving help

bul rather the counter—revolulionaries as part of U.S. str

fror Bonduras
c ategy to use Bonduras 1o
act ou. forces and create conditions allowing Bonduras to make overwhelming

acke aga:insi our revolution, against our army.

KRAUSZ: Then vou're expecting war with Bonduras?,~ORTEGA: Against Nicaragua.
RRAUSE: Anc the Un:ited States? ORTEGA: Of course and with the support of the United
States. There aTe American soldiers in Honduras with full logistical and adviser
Suppori, assurance of 511 kinds of wmaterial for agression. Now, whelher the Dnited
lates s going lo get directly involved in our war, that I can't predict. I'm not
fortune-telling wizard who can say exactly whai will happen. But I can affirp that
with the vankees anc lroops thal are in Honduras, if there is & conflict between
Boncuras aznc Nicaraguas, arising from the activities of the Somozista
counier—revolutionar:ies, tneﬂ the poss: :bility of the U.S. getfting involvecd in that
confl;c: it much grealer. The real scenaric I see for the coming weeks if serious.
It's cdeleriorating because efforls towarc peace, efforis 2t understanding are not
prececizg z pace with the sabotage, the build—up of the Honduran forces anc the
counier-revoluionaries in Bonduras anc in Costaz Rics.
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al's more likely, negotiations or war? ORTEGA: If the Unitec States has =
number of poinis to make thal they believe Nicaragus it supplying amms to Il Salvador,
Lthal Nicaraguz nas Cuban advisers or from elsewhere, etc., :f there are =z number of
tbings that they don't like about Nicaragus, there are also aspects of U.S. peolicy
ihat we don't like. And we think that there can and shoulc be analysis, talks,
c¢iscussions bul inm & Iramework of mutusl respect, deceni framework, = civilzied

framework, & Iramework withoul conditions, without abusing the strength of one over
the oiher, wilbou! threats, withouf holding & gun to our heac.

MACNZIL: Lalers, back in Washington, Charle Krause Iazlked with Adolfo Calero,
commander iz chiel of one of the -largest contrs groups, the FDN, or Democratic Forces

0ol Nicaragus. FKrause askec for his reacding of the situation in (Ceniral Americsa.

" CALERC: WwWell., 1 woulc sav the situation i1t real hot and, ah, it will continve to heatl
up. 4Anc, ah, we will not cease in our efforts to establish democracy in Nicaragus, by
whalever means it takes. At the beginning, right after the Somczz overthrow, we,
politicel parlies, private enterprise, practically all Nicaraguans gave the
Sapdinistas the opportunity te establish z Democratic government. In January of this

‘vear we lold the Sandinistas that we were ready, ah, to put down our arms if they
woulc fvlfill the commitments that they made to the Organization of American States
for democracy, pluralism, elections, respect of human rights. And since none of those
commi tments have been fulfilled, ah, we have been obligec Lo take up arms against this
sez of lroubles that Nicaraguans are going through. '
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